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Overview 
 
Many educators take pride in not being able to see color when they look at their students, believing that 
colorblindness is the remedy for racial inequity in schools. Unfortunately, colorblindness reinforces the 
very patterns of behavior and practices that marginalize racialized communities. How do we acknowledge 
race without reproducing racism? This session provides participants with an overview of Critical Race 
Theory and its applicability to education. Participants will understand the way that racism impacts the 
communities they serve, assess the way that race and colorblind racism operate in their institutions, and 
identify strategies for creating racially equitable educational environments. 

 
 

Required Reading 
 
Coates, Ta-Nehisi (2014) The Case for Reparations 
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/05/the-case-forreparations/361631/  
 
Hill-Collins, P. (2009). Another Kind of Public Education: Race Schools, the Media and Democratic 
Possibilities, Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 40-81  
 
Bonilla-Silva, E. (2014). Racism without racists: Color-Blind racism and the persistence of racial 
inequality in the United States (Chapter 2). Maryland: Rowan & Littlefield Publisher, Inc.  
 
 
Study Questions 
 

1. Race is often described as a “social construction”.  What does this mean to you?  And, if we can 
agree that race is a social construct, to what end has race been socially constructed in the U.S. 
context?  
 

2. What, if anything, is the difference between racial prejudice/discrimination and racism? 
 



 

	

3. Patricia Hill-Collins describes four domains of power we need to consider in trying to understand        
how racism and oppression work.  Given our “post-racial” environment, why do we need to consider 
all four of these domains to understand how racism can operate in our contemporary context?  

 
4. What are the ways in which people can justify racist attitudes, dispositions, policies, and laws 

without engaging in the language or rhetoric of overt racism?  
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