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COMMON CORE BACKPACK 
What Did You Learn? 

2nd Grade -  English Language Arts  -  Reading Literature 2.2 
 

Common Core  Standard  Basically this means your child can…. 

RL.2.2 Recount stories, fables, folktales 
from diverse cultures and determine the 
central message, lesson or moral. 

Identify the message, lesson or moral that 
the author is trying to communicate to the 
reader. 

 
 

Background Information: 
While reading a story there is usually a message, lesson or moral that the character has learned 
based on what has happened in the story. When our kids do something that is not appropriate, 
we may ask them, “What did you learn from what you did?” This same concept can be applied 
to reading. Your child will look at different texts to determine the lesson, moral or message. 
 

Moral- a lesson that can be learned in a story. 
 
Fable- a short story with talking animals as characters that teaches a moral 
 
Folktale- a story passed down from generation to generation 

 
Activity: 

1. Read “The Ant and the Grasshopper” with your child and determine the moral of the 
fable.  

2. Have a discussion where your child goes back into the text to prove their response.  
3. Now read “Brer Rabbit”, and find the moral.  
4. Once you have gotten some practice with these stories, ask your child to find the moral 

in other folktales and fables.  
 

Extension: 
1. Share “family stories” with your child. Tell about times when you learned a lesson in life. 

Have your child figure out what the moral of your story is.  
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Resource:  

The Ant and the Grasshopper 

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to 
its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil an ear of corn he was taking 
to the nest. 

     "Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling and moiling in 
that way?" 

     "I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend you to do the 
same." 

     "Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; "We have got plenty of food at present." 
But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil. 

     When the winter came the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger - while 
it saw the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the 
summer. Then the Grasshopper knew: It is best to prepare for days of need. 
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Brer Fox Goes Hunting 

A Georgia Tall Tale 

retold by S.E. Schlosser 

Well, it was a crisp autumn day, don't ya know, and Brer Fox, he decided he wanted to go hunting.  He'd 
made his peace with Brer Rabbit a few months back, and he thought it would be a fine thing if they went 
hunting together.  So Brer Fox stopped by Brer Rabbit's place and invited him to come along.  

"No sir, Brer Fox," said Brer Rabbit.  "I'se tired today and intend to take it easy."  

Nothing Brer Fox could say changed his mind, so Brer Fox went hunting alone.  And what a grand hunt it 
was!  He ended up with a bag full of game, and was whistling merrily as he headed down the road 
toward home.  

After spending a lazy day in his garden, Brer Rabbit was feeling a mite peckish, and was wishing he'd 
gone hunting with Brer Fox, on account of all the good game he could be up right cooking this minute if 
he did.  Then he got an idea.  Maybe he could still get some of that there game.  

Brer Rabbit went running down the road in the direction of the woods, listening for Brer Fox.  When he 
heard Brer Fox a-whistling as he trotted down the road, Brer Rabbit laid himself down on the road and 
pretended to be dead.  A moment later, Brer Fox rounded the bend and spotted the big fat bunny a-
laying beside the road.  Whew-ee did that rabbit look good.  He was big and fat and round.  Brer Fox 
poked at Brer Rabbit a bit, and even turned him over.  What a fat tummy he had!  But then he shook his 
head and said:  "I reckon this bunny's been dead a long time.  He won't be good eatin' after all this time.  
I'd best leave him be."  And Brer Fox went on down the road.  

As soon as he was gone, up jumped Brer Rabbit.  He took a short cut through the meadow and got 
ahead of Brer Fox.  Then he lay back down on the road and played dead again.  Well, when Brer Fox saw 
a second fat, dead rabbit, he decided he'd better do something about it.  Chuckling with delight, he set 
down his heavy bag of game next to the "dead" Brer Rabbit, and thrust him inside it.  "I'd best run back 
and get that other fat bunny afore someone else does," Brer Fox said to himself.  Leaving the heavy bag 
where it was, Brer Fox hurried back to the place he'd seen the other "dead rabbit".   

When Brer Fox was out of sight down the road, Brer Rabbit scrambled out of the bag, gathered the 
game up in his arms, and ran home to make him some stew.  A few minutes later, he saw Brer Fox 
stalking down the lane toward his house.  He looked plenty mad, did Brer Fox.  Brer Rabbit grinned 
and called to him:  "How was yer hunting, Brer Fox?"   

Brer Fox glared at him and said:  "Not so great, Brer Rabbit.  All my game seems to have run away on 
me!"  

Brer Rabbit laughed and laughed at him.  "Well now, that's too bad.  But I jest so happen to have a spare 
bag full of game right here.  How 'bout you sit down and have some stew with me?"      

"You rascal!  I outta make you really dead 'stead of jest playin' it!" shouted Brer Fox.  

But Brer Rabbit only laughed at him until finally Brer Fox laughed too.  Then they both sat down and had 
some stew.  
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Sources: 

 Ant and The Grasshopper 

(http://americanfolklore.net/folklore/2008/09/brer_fox_goes_hunting.html 

 Brer Rabbit  
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/AntGra.shtml 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


